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THE HEIAN ERA
(A.D. 794-1186)

THE CLASSICAL AGE OF JAPAN AND THE CULTURE
OF ARISTOCRACY

The lover turns from the scriptures to his love-letter. SEI-SHOXAGON.

I

WITH this era Japan enters upon her classical age. It is
marked by the emergence of a national culture and by the
dominance of the great Fujiwara house. It is an age at
once brilliant and sordid, and if the climax of its splendour
comes with the last of the Fujiwara so does its valour
become brutal and its chivalry predacious; and if it pro-
duces a great series of notable works of art and literature
these degenerate into long epic novels glorifying the deeds
of rival clans and praising the extravagances of feudal
loyalty, when women counted their chastity cheap if they
could further the cause of a feudal lord.

If again it is an age of scholarship, it is also one of gross
superstition and its early Buddhist leaders of genius are
succeeded by proud and warlike prelates. If some preached
an easy Paradise others delighted in the Dantesque horrors
of a well-merited Hell,

The era is known as that of peace and tranquillity, and
begins with the removal of the capital first to Nagaoka and
then to the foot of Mt HieL The chief reason for this
expensive and elaborate change seems to be that Kwaminu
was oppressed by the dominance of the powerfol monks
of Nara* He was a Confucian scholar, and his Fujiwara
advisers were also opposed to any rival power. They were
as hostile to ecclesiastics as to rival officials.

The building of the new capital had been going on for
ten years when suddenly it was decided to move to Miyako
or Kyoto, again at immense loss, and again for obscure